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I hereby certify that this correspondence (along with any referred to as being attached or enclosed) is, on the date 
shown below, being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

Dated: February 16, 2006 By: fV^^^C. - == 

ClfiTCannon-Cin 

Dear Sir: 

On January 9, 2006, Timothy Brown, James Housel, Christine Lekutis, and Eric Furman 
discussed proposed Claims 56-63, submitted to the Office on January 5, 2006. The draft claims 
were found to overcome the enablement and anticipation rejections of record but the Office 
requested that the claims require that the addition of nucleotides that encode an acidic amino acid 
reduce the isoelectric point of the heterologous antigen encoded by the first nucleic acid below 
7.0. The Office also requested that Applicants indicate that one of skill in the art given the 
teachings of the application, the knowledge of the art at the time of filing and without undue 
experimentation would appreciate the amino acids of the hepadnavirus core antigen that can be 
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mutated without disrupting assembly of the particle. Applicants understood that upon providing 
the above-referenced limitation and evidence an allowance of the claims would be given. 
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